Safer Chemicals Framework

Safer Chemicals
Why Safer Chemicals?
Hazardous chemicals are found in many
products used in health care. These
chemicals can be released throughout the
lifecycle of a product, from manufacture,
during use, and as part of disposal. Some
of these chemicals have been linked

Healthier Hospitals Solutions
Healthier Hospitals is challenging hospitals to take on four
measurable goals to help hospitals protect people and the
environment from harmful chemicals. These goals have been
selected for their positive impact on human health and the
environment, for their ability to drive an increased demand for
healthier products in the marketplaces and because safer and wellperforming alternatives are available.
Objective

Impact

Mercury elimination

Protects brain development in fetuses and the
nervous system, kidneys, liver and heart of
adults.

Green cleaning

Eliminates a primary cause of work-related
asthma, particularly in nurses and cleaning staff.

DEHP and PVC reduction

Reduces exposure to DEHP, a reproductive
toxicant, and reduces the creation of dioxin and
other hazardous chemicals.

Healthy interiors

Reduces exposure to chemicals linked to cancer,
birth defects, infertility, asthma and chemical
sensitivities.

to cancer, birth defects, asthma and a
variety of other health problems. Healthier
Hospitals is working with hospitals to
eliminate the use of products containing
these chemicals and switch to safer
alternatives in order to improve the health
of patients, staff and communities.
Scientific research shows that exposure
to hazardous chemicals found in the
environment, our homes and workplaces
increases the risk of various diseases in the
general population. Harmful chemicals like
mercury, flame retardants, perfluorinated
chemicals, and DEHP, among others, are
present in many health care products,
furniture and fabrics. Healthier Hospitals
has identified key ways to begin to eliminate
these chemicals from the health care setting.

Hospitals and health systems will be recognized for achieving Level
One, Two, Three and Four by completing the four goals in the order
of their choice.

Why Should Hospitals Take on this Challenge?
By switching to safe and effective alternatives, hospitals can
create a healthier environment for patients, staff members and
communities. Reducing the use of hazardous chemicals can
also lower disposal costs and limits liability. As hospitals opt to
purchase safer products, the industry is driving a marketplace shift
by creating the demand, and suppliers are responding. Progress
has already been made in this area, with many hospitals seeking
to identify chemicals used in their facilities that are known or
likely to be hazardous and working to eliminate them from use.

Success Stories
University Hospitals Health System was able
to achieve 71 percent of total spend (equivalent
to $760,000 spent on furnishings) free of the
targeted chemicals of concern, based on data
from 87 percent of their major furniture vendors.

Dignity Health, over a five-year period, achieved:
removal of 1,896,509 pounds of PVC material from
IV containers, reduction of 557,434 pounds of waste
material in landfill due to less weight and elimination
of 477,989 pounds of HCL to the environment had this
material been burned.

Get Started
Register today to enroll in Healthier Hospitals, which is
free to any hospital in the United States and Canada.
To get started, visit www.healthierhospitals.org and
choose one or more Challenges. Enrollees are invited
to commit to at least one of the six “Challenge” areas:
Engaged Leadership, Healthier Food, Leaner Energy,
Less Waste, Safer Chemicals and Smarter Purchasing.
Hospitals can choose to tackle a single Challenge
or any combination of the six Challenges. By signing
up, health systems will gain access to free tools and
resources such as how-to implementation guides,
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webinars and a network of peers. Through the Healthier
Hospitals program, hospitals will track progress at the
local level and share data to show the measurable
impact of the project. Visit the HH website to learn more
about the Challenges and the resources available to
help participating health systems achieve these goals.
Questions? Ask us at info@practicegreenhealth.org.
Or follow us on Twitter at @HHIorg or on Facebook
at www.facebook.com/healthierhospitalsinitiative.

www.healthierhospitals.org

